
Dear Friends, 

The story goes that someone once asked the Pope what would he do if he looked up in the sky and saw 

Christ descending from heaven in glory, with all the angels heralding his second coming as the world 

comes to an end. After thinking for a moment, the Pope said, “Look busy.” You sometimes see the 

words “Jesus is coming, look busy” on bumper stickers too. The joke is not just that there is no point 

trying to fool Jesus, but that when the second coming is here, the time for busyness is past. To say the 

least, big changes are coming! But there can be a comfort in routine, and when big changes come along 

there is always a temptation to keep our heads down and focus on “business as usual.” 

This is especially so when the change that’s coming threatens a situation that we’ve grown comfortable 

with. Perhaps we have got used to certain perks or privileges. Imagine a shake-up like this, maybe at 

work or school, in your family life perhaps…everyone else seems happy about it, but what about you? 

It’s easy to imagine how we might smile and go along with it, while secretly being determined not to get 

knocked off our perch, not to let go of our comfortable life. 

John the Baptist’s preaching took place in the wilderness. In the Old Testament, the wilderness is an in-

between place, a place of journeying. The people of Israel entered it thru the Red Sea when they 

escaped from Egypt, a place of slavery; but it was not their final destination: this was to be the Promised 

Land, and to enter that land they had to cross the River Jordan. This is why the Baptist performed his 

ministry there: to show that by repenting of their sins the people could at last truly enter that land. 

Whatever side of the river they lived on, their true homeland was nowhere other than with God in 

heaven. 

But were they really willing to make that journey? John seems skeptical when the Pharisees and 

Sadducees come to him for baptism, and warns them of the danger of presumption. Perhaps they were 

coming to be baptized just because John’s movement was popular, and they didn’t want to seem out of 

touch with the latest religious fashion. They were the leaders and opinion–formers of the Jewish people, 

and here was a popular movement they couldn’t afford to ignore. But this makes a mockery of baptism, 

which is supposed to be an outward sign of our belonging to God’s coming kingdom. 

The same challenge is presented to us today: do we truly want to live in the kingdom of God, to be 

citizens of heaven or would we be happy to carry on as we are? Although in some ways we are still 

making our journey thru the wilderness of life, and the busyness of the world has its calls upon us, 

Christians are called to live already as children of the kingdom. 

The call of John the Baptist to show the fruit of repentance is echoed by St. Paul, who invites the 

Christians in Rome to glorify God by their love for one another. We want those outside the Church to 

believe that our faith is more than empty words and meaningless rituals, so we might ask ourselves 

whether people can look at us and see that we behave as citizens of heaven. Do we show one another 

patience, tolerance, compassion and mercy? The changes the Gospel invites us to make can be hard to 

contemplate, but if we encourage and support one another we can truly embrace God’s kingdom. 

Your friend in Jesus                                                                                                                                                    

Msgr. Zach 


